PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.
The title of this book is my own. Certainly it is a more
dignified title than the work properly deserves, I should tell ***y
readers, at the Very outset that I arn not appearing before the
public as a rival to my illustrious countryman, the late Mr.
Romes Ch, Dutt whose Ancient XmHa, is a highly admirable
book; nor to Mr, V. A. Smith whose Karl$/ History of Xndftl
is an inimitable work. In 1891, my headmaster, the late Rai
Saheb Ratnamani "Cupta of the Dacca Collegiate School desired
me to write a history of our nation. Following his wishr F have
worked so long, alone in a lonely f ield, groping my way tn the
dark ages of the past, If my chronology satisfy allr a great
puacasle is then solved and the reconstruction becomes easier.
Mine is an attempt at reconstruction and a very poor one indeed,
Yet I believe, with a certain measure of confidence that whoever
will work in the same field, he will arrive at almost similar
conclusions.
In preparing this book, I have received valuable suggestions
and encouragements from many genefous persons, both Indian
and foreign i in the initial stage of my labours and Indian travels,
I was helped by Babu Harendralal Roy, Zeminder of Bhagyakul;
Babu Dharanikant Lahiri, Zeminder of Kalipur; Raja J&gat
Kisore Acharyya of Muktagacha; Rai Bahadur Banamali Woy,
Zeminder of Fabna ; Kumar Sri Harabh&mji Raoji M, A* LL, B.
(Cantab.) of Morvi (Cathiawar), Immense is my debt to rny
professor und patron Mr* S* C. Hill who was ever alive to my
interests. He brought me to the notice of his friend the lute
Viceroy Lord Cursor* whose encouraging words cheered me At a
time when my spirits were drooping in despair. To Col* Sir
Richard Temple, editor, Indian Antiquury, belongs the r**t
credit of this work, AS he gave me the ^search-tight of trti%
criticism." (Vide Ind, Antiquary, Vol. XXXI, 1902). Sir